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Preface

This special issue would not have been possible without the gracious help, assistance,

and wisdom of a number of people and institutions. To start with, some of the papers

within originate from the annual conference of the Centre for International Relations

at Queen’s University held in 2008, which assessed the progress and prospects of the

European Security and Defence Policy ten years after the seminal Franco-British

summit meeting at Saint-Malo. A total of 17 specialists in matters of European secur-

ity and defence came together for two days of discussion to examine the twenty-plus

military and civilian operations that the EU has conducted under ESDP since 2003.

Thanks, therefore, go to the Centre for International Relations at Queen’s University,

Canada (QCIR), and in particular Charles Pentland and Maureen Bartram for their

tireless work organizing and running it.

We would also like to thank the authors of the papers that follow. Without them,

this special issue may not have been possible, would certainly look much different,

and possibly would not even have materialized. Some joined at a very short notice,

while another laboured from his sickbed while recovering from a heart attack and

a ligament rupture. We are very grateful for all of their contributions.

Above all, however, this special issue would not have been possible without

Regina and Aaron Karp, the two editors of Contemporary Security Policy. Special

thanks goes to them for their wisdom, enthusiasm, and encouragement from the

first moment that we proposed this project. It has been wonderful working with

you – thank you!

Peter Schmidt

Benjamin Zyla

The managing editors extend their appreciation to the guest editors of this special

issue, Peter Schmidt and Benjamin Zyla, for their vision, engagement and camar-

aderie, and to the European Union and AccessEU, an EU-funded project at Old

Dominion University, for making the publication of this issue possible.
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